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CFR part 15, subpart A (USDA imple-
mentation);

(d) 7 CFR Part 3015—USDA Uniform
Federal Assistance Regulations, imple-
menting OMB directives and incor-
porating provisions of the Federal
Grant and Cooperative Agreement Act
of 1977, Public Law 95224, 31 U.S.C.
§6301-6308, as well as general policy re-
quirements applicable to awardees of
Departmental financial assistance.

(e) T CFR Part 3016—USDA imple-
mentation of Administrative Require-
ments for Grants and Cooperative
Agreements to State and Local Gov-
ernments.

(f) 7T CFR Part 3017—USDA implemen-
tation of Governmentwide Debarment
and Suspension (Nonprocurement).

(g) 7 CFR Part 3018—USDA imple-
mentation of Restrictions on Lobbying.
Imposes prohibitions and requirements
for disclosure and certification related
to lobbying on awardees of Federal
contracts, grants, cooperative agree-
ments, and loans.

(h) 7 CFR Part 3019—USDA imple-
mentation of OMB Circular No. A-110,
Uniform Administrative Requirements
for Grants and Agreements with Insti-
tutions of Higher Education, Hospitals
and Other Non-Profit Organizations
(now relocated at 2 CFR part 215).

(i) 7 CFR Part 3021—USDA implemen-
tation of Governmentwide Require-
ments for Drug-Free Workplace (Fi-
nancial Assistance).

(j) 7T CFR Part 3062—USDA implemen-
tation of OMB Circular No. A-133, Au-
dits of States, Local Governments, and
Non-Profit Organizations.

(k) 7 U.S.C. 3318—conferring upon the
Secretary general authority to enter
into contracts, grants, and cooperative
agreements to further the research, ex-
tension, or teaching programs in the
food and agricultural sciences of the
Department of Agriculture.

(1) 29 U.S.C. 794 (Section 504, Reha-
bilitation Act of 1973) and 7 CFR part
15b (USDA implementation of stat-
ute)—prohibiting discrimination based
upon physical or mental handicap in
Federally assisted programs.

(m) 35 U.S.C. 200 et seq.—Bayh-Dole
Act, promoting the utilization of in-
ventions arising from federally sup-
ported research or development; en-
couraging maximum participation of
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small business firms in federally sup-
ported research and development ef-
forts; and promoting collaboration be-
tween commercial concerns and non-
profit organizations, including univer-
sities, while ensuring that the Govern-
ment obtains sufficient rights in feder-
ally supported inventions to meet the
needs of the Government and protect
the public against nonuse or unreason-
able use of inventions (implementing
regulations are contained in 37 CFR
part 401)

(n) Title IX of the Education Amend-
ment of 1972 (20 U.S.C. 1681-1683 and
1685-1686), as amended, which prohibits
discrimination on the basis of sex;

(0) Age Discrimination Act of 1975 (42
U.S.C. 6101-6107), as amended, which
prohibits discrimination on the basis of
age;

(p) Drug Abuse Office and Treatment
Act of 1972 (Pub. L. 92-255), as amended,
relating to nondiscrimination on the
basis of drug abuse;

(q) Comprehensive Alcohol Abuse and
Alcoholism Prevention, Treatment and
Rehabilitation Act of 1970 (Pub. L. 91-
616), as amended, relating to non-
discrimination on the basis of alcohol
abuse or alcoholism;

(r) Sections 523 and 527 of the Public
Health Service Act of 1912 (42 U.S.C.
290dd-3 and 290ee-3), as amended, relat-
ing to confidentiality of alcohol and
drug abuse patient records;

(s) Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act
of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3601 et seq.), as amend-
ed, relating to nondiscrimination in
the sale, rental or financing of housing;

(t) Any other nondiscrimination pro-
visions in the specific statute(s) under
which proposals for Federal assistance
are made, and the requirements of any
other nondiscrimination statute(s)
which may apply to the proposal.

Subpart B—Pre-Award: Solicitation
and Proposals

§2500.011 Competition.

(a) Standards for competition. Except
as provided in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, OAO will enter into discretionary
grants or cooperative agreement only
after competition, unless restricted by
statute.

(b) Ezxception. The OAO ADO may
make a determination in writing that
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competition is not deemed appropriate
for a particular transaction. Such de-
termination shall be limited to trans-
actions where it can be adequately jus-
tified that a noncompetitive award is
in the best interest of the Federal Gov-
ernment and necessary to the goals of
the program. Non-competitive deter-
minations will comply with regulations
established in 7 CFR 3015.158(d).

§2500.012 Requests for proposals.

(a) General. For each competitive
grant or cooperative agreement, OAO
will prepare a program solicitation
(also called a request for proposals
(RFP)). The RFP may include all or a
portion of the following items:

(1) Contact information.

(2) Catalog of Federal Domestic As-
sistance (CFDA) number.

(3) Legislative authority and back-
ground information.

(4) Purpose, priorities, and fund
availability.
(5) Program-specific eligibility re-
quirements.

(6) Program-specific restrictions on
the use of funds, if applicable.

(7) Matching requirements, if appli-
cable.

(8) Acceptable types of proposals.

(9) Types of projects to be given pri-
ority consideration, including max-
imum anticipated awards and max-
imum project lengths, if applicable.

(10) Program areas, if applicable.

(11) Funding restrictions, if applica-
ble.

(12) Directions for obtaining addi-
tional requests for proposals and pro-
posal forms.

(13) Information about how to obtain
proposal forms and the instructions for
completing such forms.

(14) Instructions and requirements
for submitting proposals, including
submission deadline(s).

(15) Explanation of the proposal eval-
uation process.

(16) Specific evaluation criteria used
in the review process.

(17) Type of Federal assistance
awards (i.e., grants or cooperative
agreements).

(b) RFP wvariations. Where program-
specific requirements differ from the
requirements established in this part,
program solicitations will also address
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any such variation(s). Variations may
occur in the following:

(1) Award management guidelines.

(2) Restrictions on the delegation of
fiscal responsibility.

(3) Required approval for changes to
project plans.

(4) Expected program outputs and re-
porting requirements, if applicable.

(5) Applicable Federal statutes and
regulations.

(6) Confidential aspects of proposals
and awards, if applicable.

(7) Regulatory information.

(8) Definitions.

(9) Minimum and maximum budget
requests and whether proposals outside
of these limits will be returned without
further review.

(¢c) Program announcements. Occasion-
ally, OAO will issue a program an-
nouncement (PA) to alert potential ap-
plicants and the public about new and
ongoing funding opportunities. These
PAs may provide tentative due dates
and are released without associated
proposal packages. No proposals are so-
licited under a PA. PAs will be an-
nounced in the FEDERAL REGISTER or
on the OAO Web site.

§2500.013 Types of proposals.

The type of proposal acceptable may
vary by funding opportunity. The RFP
will stipulate what will be required for
submission to OAO in response to the
funding opportunity.

§2500.014 Eligibility requirements.

Program-specific eligibility require-
ments appear in the subpart applicable
to each program and in the cor-
responding RFPs.

§2500.015 Content of a proposal.

The RFP provides instructions on
how to access a funding opportunity.
The funding opportunity contains the
proposal package, which includes the
forms necessary for completion of a
proposal in response to the RFP. The
RFP will be posted on htip:/
www.Grants.gov. OAO may also publish
the RFP in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

§2500.016 Submission of a proposal.
The RFP will provide deadlines for

the submission of proposals. OAO may

issue separate RFPs and/or establish



		Superintendent of Documents
	2012-04-02T13:36:35-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




